
Haiti Earthquake Relief  
On August 14, 2021, a 7.2 magnitude earthquake struck 
Haiti causing multiple deaths, many injuries, and 
widespread destruction in one of the world’s poorest 
countries. WELS CAR responded to this disaster in 

two ways. First, we sent an immediate gift of $10,000 through Direct Relief, a 
relief organization that specializes in providing medical supplies and equipment 
to those who need them most. Later we approved a grant of $60,000 to Branch 
Lutheran Schools. About 30 families who have children in BLS lost their homes in 
the earthquake. This grant will enable them to rebuild their homes and replace their 
personal belongings. To support others who are suffering as the result of a disaster, 
please consider designating a gift to our Disaster Relief Fund at wels.net/relief. 
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Task Force Begins Work  
One of CAR’s major goals in the next few years is to 
enhance and expand our disaster relief capability. To that 
end, Pastor Sims has formed a task force made up of both lay people and 
called workers, all of whom have a heart for disaster relief work and a deep 
desire to help as many hurting people as possible. The Disaster Relief 
Task Force begins meeting this October to develop training materials and 
a plan for establishing disaster relief teams in all 12 WELS districts. Please 
remember their work in your prayers.

As we have opportunity,  As we have opportunity,  

let us do good  let us do good  
to all people,  to all people,  
especially to those  especially to those  
who belong to the  who belong to the  
family of believers. family of believers. 
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Afghan 
Refugees
As of this writing, our country 
is still struggling to get as 
many people – both American 
and Afghan citizens – out of 
Afghanistan. This is creating 
a humanitarian crisis. 

Thousands of Afghan refugees will soon be housed at 
Fort McCoy in Wisconsin and Fort Bliss in Texas. WELS 
CAR is working with WELS World Missions and local 
congregations on a plan to assist these refugees with 
their physical, spiritual, and emotional needs as they 
enter a strange, new country. Please remember these 
refugees in your prayers and watch for more news from 
WELS on how you can help.

Humanitarian 
Aid Efforts 
Underway
Each year CAR partners 
with WELS Home and 
World Missions on various 
humanitarian aid projects to 
help people around the world with 
ongoing, basic needs. For fiscal 
year 2021-2022, $470,752 has been 
approved to fund these projects: 
$9,717 was approved to provide mosquito nets in 
Western Kenya and Nairobi to help prevent mosquito-
born illnesses like malaria; $13,230 was earmarked for 
drilling nine boreholes in Zambia to provide access to 
clean drinking water; $34,000 will be used to provide 
smokeless stoves for 200 homes in a south Asian nation 

so that people can heat their homes without pollution; 
$5,000 was approved to help Risen Savior in Lakewood 
Ranch, Fla., to provide underprivileged children with 
backpacks filled with school supplies. Each one of these 
efforts – and many others – demonstrate how much 
Christians care for the people in their communities and 
lead to opportunities to share the love of Christ.

Director to Attend 
Conferences
As part of his continuing education Pastor Dan 
Sims, the director of WELS CAR, plans to attend two 
conferences this fall. First, he will attend the Lutheran 
Church–Missouri Synod Disaster Response Conference 
held in St. Louis, Mo., from October 6-8. There he will 
learn about the robust disaster relief system of the 
LC–MS, information that will help CAR to enhance 
its disaster relief efforts. Second, on October 29-30, 
Pastor Sims and Beth Zambo, CAR’s administrative 
assistant, will attend the Assisting Individuals in Crisis 
Conference in Kenosha, Wis. At this two-day conference 
they will learn about crisis intervention, sometimes 
called “emotional first aid.” This knowledge will 
assist CAR in designing training that will enable WELS 
disaster volunteers to comfort those who have been 
through the trauma of a disaster.

Request a Speaker 
Looking for a preacher for a Sunday service or a 
presenter for a Bible study? Would you like someone 
to share the work of Christian Aid and Relief with your 
school or group? We would love to help! Director Sims 
and members of the CAR Commission are ready and 
eager to “tell our stories.” If interested, reach out to us 
using the contact info listed on this sheet.
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To learn more, make a donation, or volunteer,  
visit wels.net/relief and like us on Facebook at fb.com/WELSChristianAidandRelief.

If a need arises for humanitarian aid or disaster relief in your area,  
please contact director Rev. Daniel Sims.


