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MAKE ME A SERVANT 
(BASED ON LUKE 22:26-27) 

Inspiring a service attitude in our called workers 
 

Worship Leader:  Pastor Randy Hunter 
Organist:  Mrs. Katherine Horn 

DOCTRINAL PAPER 
Family Ministry: Serving the Family - Bridging the Gap from Home to School 

Presenter: Dr. Mike Pfeifer      Friday 9:00 A.M. 
 

Parents’ unrealistic expectations of teachers and schools. Teachers frustrated with parents who 
don’t seem to care. Hectic households, insane schedules. No wonder students are experiencing 
spiritual emptiness at home, and the parents and teachers who should be partners end up as 
opponents! We’ll discuss practical ways to re-connect home and school, centered on our Savior, 
focused on feeding the faith of our children and students. 
 

 A humble farm kid from Helenville, WI, Dr. Pfeifer has had the privilege of serving at St. Matthew, 
Appleton, WI as athletic director and upper grade teacher. Prior to serving as administrator for the 
Commission on Youth Discipleship, he served as staff minister for family and youth at Bloomington 
Lutheran in Bloomington, MN, and minister of discipleship at St. Mark, Green Bay, WI. His educational 
background includes a master’s degree in educational psychology and counseling from the University of 
Wisconsin – Oshkosh in 1987 and a doctorate in parish education from Trinity Seminary in 1996. 

EDUCATIONAL PAPER 
Serving the Needs of All Students: Reaching Out to Troubled Students 
Presenter:  Dr. John C. Johnson    Thursday 1:45 P.M. 

 

This presentation is designed to assist educators in better understanding “the troubled 
student” and how to meet his/her needs. Each of these students comes into our classrooms 
psychologically under-prepared for a learning experience and either “zones out” or becomes 
disruptive. Engaging this student in learning will be explored. 
 

Dr. John Johnson holds an array of degrees, including a Ph. D. in counseling form Marquette University. 
He is a 1973 graduate of Northwestern College, Watertown, WI, a 1985 graduate of the University of 
Wisconsin at Whitewater, WI, and a 1991 graduate of Marquette University in Milwaukee, WI. He has 
taught at Wisconsin Lutheran High School and Wisconsin Lutheran College in Milwaukee, where he was a 
professor of psychology. He currently serves Wisconsin Lutheran Child and Family Service as 
administrator of family life education, director of the Institute for Christian Leadership, and director 
of missionary support services.  



 
Sectionals for the 2001 Wisconsin Lutheran State Teachers’ Conference 

 

Please note:  same directions as last year.  Underneath the title for each sectional is a 
wealth of information.  Along with the name of the presenter and a description of the sectional, 
there is also a brief presenter biography so that you will have more information in choosing 
sectionals. The gray box gives what the presenter feels is his/her target audience. 

 

You will also find a listing for the days and times when that sectional is being offered.  To help 
alleviate the inconvenience that arises from signing up for sectionals during times when they are 
NOT offered, the following simple coding has been retained for the sectional numbers.  In the 
second line, you will find a listing of when a particular sectional is being offered.  With four 
sectional offerings again this year, the code is as follows: 

  

A prefix of  is for Thursday at 9:45 AM 
 A prefix of  is for Thursday at 10:45 AM 
 A prefix of is for Friday at 10:15 AM 
 A prefix of  is for Friday at 11:15 AM 

 

For example, sectional #2 is coded B02 and C02.  That means it is offered Thursday at 10:45 
and Friday at 10:15 ONLY.  Make sure that when you choose your sectionals, you choose ones 
that are offered during that time on that day.  Watching the prefix letters should help.  The 
registration grid has the letters already in the boxes – all you need to do is make sure they 
match.  You will still have the opportunity to have first, second and third choices for each of 
the sectional time blocks.  Continued sectionals are noted with an asterisk, and have a similar 
listing (see #1).  We hope that this makes registration somewhat easier for everyone as we 
strive toward a more professional conference. 

 

Some registrants still choose to put down only one choice for each time block.  We would 
ask that you be sure to give three choices.  This information is important, not only for your 
nametags, but for gauging how many people want to attend a given sectional.   

 

We also realize that some of you are not getting any of your choices; be assured that the 
Program Committee is striving toward making changes to conference to better reflect our 
growing body of participants.   

 

Finally, if you find that none of the almost 40 sectional offerings during a given time are 
suited to your professional development needs, please take the time to suggest topics and 
presenters that you feel would be beneficial for yourself and for other conference 
participants.  Don’t just ask for more classes on basket weaving, but be specific; tell us what 
kind of basket weaving.  If you’ve taken a fantastic summer school class, share it!  Be willing 
to serve on the program committee and help to make our conference an opportunity to grow 
spiritually and professionally. 



 
 

SECTIONALS 
 
 1. Bible Background Series: Timothy 1 & 2 

Presented: Friday C01 and D01 
Paul was inspired to write 1 Timothy in order to encourage a young and somewhat 
timid leader in his ministry. He wrote 2 Timothy as a sort of ”last will and 
testament” to inspire Timothy and all future Christian ministers. By examining 
the historical background of these two letters as well as important passages 

contained therein, participants will seek the inspired apostle’s encouragement for their 
ministries to God’s people. 
 

 Professor Daniel Leyrer has been a professor of New Testament and practical theology at Wisconsin 
Lutheran Seminary since 1998. One of the courses he teaches at WLS is on the pastoral epistles (1 & 2 
Timothy and Titus). Before this, he has served WELS congregations in Salem, OR, and Marietta, OH. 

 
2. Lutheran Worship: Changeless or Changing? 

Presented:  Thursday A02 and B02 
Throughout the WELS, there is increasing experimentation with worship – and 
increasingly heard voices of concern. What can be changed in our worship 
services without sacrificing Scriptural truth and our Lutheran foundation? 
What principles should guide our worship choices? Pastor Aderman will 

facilitate a discussion of answers to these questions.  
 

  Pastor James Aderman has served as a pastor for more than 25 years, fourteen of those years at 
Fairview Lutheran in Milwaukee. He has authored numerous articles for WELS periodicals, a variety of 
NPH Bible studies, and two books, one for junior high young people called Face the Facts and the other 
(soon to be published by NPH) for adults on Elijah. His congregation employs a broad range of worship 
styles which include not only Christian Worship’s liturgies, but non-liturgical worship formats; specially 
designed worship services for Advent, Lent, and holidays; chancel drama; and concerts.  

 
3. Implementing Christ-light Activities in your Classroom 

Presented:  Friday C03 and D03 
In this sectional you will see a variety of ideas for implementing the many 
activities suggested in the Christ-Light® curriculum. Some of the time will also 
be used to share your ideas and find out what has worked for you. 

 
 Lynn Affeldt is a 1986 graduate of DMLC and has completed 15 years in the 

teaching ministry.  She has taught a variety of combinations from kindergarten to 
third grade.  Now she is teaching grades 1 & 2 at St. John, Newburg, WI, where she 
enjoys teaching the Christ-Light® curriculum. 
  

Gr. 5-8 
Religion 
General 

Gr. P-8 
Music 
Worship 

Gr. P-4 
Religion 



4. Discussion of the Doctrinal Paper 
Presented: Friday C04 

We will continue the discussion from the Friday morning session on the 
importance of re-engaging parents and teachers in the spiritual and home lives 
of children and students. 

 
 Please see the biographical information on Dr. Mike Pfeifer listed under the doctrinal paper. 

 
5. Building Commitment to Worship 

Presented:  Friday C05 and D05 
Explore recent Lutheran research on children and worship. Contrast our WELS 
roots with new resources and service variety. Gain ideas to enrich worship life 
for all in the parish, including the children you teach. 
 

 Pastor Bryan Gerlach became the first administrator for the WELS Commission on 
Worship in 1995. He has served as parish pastor in El Paso, Texas and Sacramento, 

California. In California he served as Minister of Music as well as in traditional pastoral roles. Music 
duties included head organist with a staff of 6-7 organists, choir director, and worship planning with 
teachers serving a school of 140 children. He earned a Master of Church Music degree from Concordia 
University-Illinois in 1982. Additional music study includes the Wisconsin Conservatory of Music, the 
University of Minnesota, and numerous seminars and conferences. Other service includes: ten years as 
District Worship Coordinator for the Arizona-California District; resource developer for introduction of 
the WELS hymnal, Christian Worship; member of the steering committee for three National Conferences 
on Worship, Music, and the Arts. Bryan and his wife, Jackie, are raising four boys in Brookfield, WI. 

  
6. The Weakest Link:  Training Catechumens for a Life of Service 

Presented:  Thursday A06 and B06 
In our catechism instruction, we train God’s maturing children in three 
interlinked areas:  
 

 
Of the three, the “skills” area is often the weakest link. In this workshop, we will identify three 
reasons why and develop four avenues for strengthening this aspect of our catechism 
instruction.  
 

 Pastor Bruce Becker is currently serving as the administrator for the Commission on Adult 
Discipleship, which is responsible for adult spiritual growth, Christian living 
(whole-life stewardship), and family ministry within the WELS. He previously 
served as a parish pastor at Our Savior, Springville, New York (1982-1985) 
and Trinity, Brillion, Wisconsin (1987-1995). In his work as Adult 
Discipleship administrator, he conducts workshops and seminars on topics 
relating to his responsibilities. In addition to his training as a parish pastor, 
Pastor Becker has training in adult learning methodology (androgogy).  

 attitudes – what we want them to be 
 skills – what we want them to do 
 knowledge – what we want them to know 

Gr. 5-8 
Religion 
Music 
General 
Worship 

Gr. 7-8 
Religion 

Gr. P-8 
Religion 



7. Teaching the Christian Church Year 
Presented:  Thursday A07 and B07 

This sectional will give practical suggestions to lower grade teachers on teaching 
the church year as an important concept for worship. As the children see how we 
worship through the year by following the life of Jesus, they will gain a greater 
appreciation for how the liturgy helps us to keep Christ as the center of our 

worship. Ideas for hands-on activities including worship participation will be presented. 
 

 Carl Nolte serves as the Sacred Music and Worship Editor at Northwestern 
Publishing House, having recently completing the project Sing and Make Music, 
a music curriculum for Lutheran schools. He is a 1973 graduate of Dr. Martin 
Luther College, with a Master’s Degree in Church Music from Concordia 
University, River Forest, IL. He taught for more than 20 years in Lutheran 
schools in Chicago, IL, Bloomington, MN, and Manitowoc, WI. As a member of 
the WELS Commission on Worship, he served on the committee that prepared 
Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal. He has given numerous sectionals and 
presentations on music education and church music. 

 
8. Ideas and Helps in Teaching God’s Word at the Preschool Level 

Presented:  Friday C08 and D08 
Making God’s Word real for preschoolers can be a challenging task. This 
sectional will focusing on sharing ideas, finger plays, songs and visual aids to 
assist in making God’ Word come alive. 
 

 Myra Gehrke is a graduate of Concordia Teachers College in Seward, NE. Her related experience 
includes 1st grade, remedial instruction, childcare, and teaching 3 & 4 year old children. She currently 
serves as director of Mt. Lebanon Little Lambs Preschool and Childcare. She also teaches 3 & 4 year old 
children. 

 
9. A Taste of Geography 

Presented:  Thursday A09 and B09 
 
This sectional will show how a study of a few countriescan 
give primary grade children a taste of geography. See how 
studying about specific countries provides acontext for 
learning basic geographical terms and map-reading skills while 

learning about a country’s people, homes, animals, products, climates, and the 
mission work the WELS is doing among the people of that land. 
 

 Shirleen Maertz is a graduate of DMLC with 19 years of teaching experience, and is currently serving 
at Zion, Hartland, WI. 

 

Pre & K 
Religion 
Early Ch. 

Gr. 1-2 
Soc. St. 
Religion 

Gr. P-4 
Religion 
Music 



10. Helping School Families to Nurture Their Children 
Presented:  Thursday A10 and B10  

A primary grade teacher recently approached me and said, “It’s not working!  
Last year we used the Christ-Light® lessons, and only two families bothered 
using them in their homes. I think we should go back to having a classroom 
textbook.” Is this teacher’s observation correct? Is it a hopeless cause? I think 
it isn’t. This presentation is not about marketing and selling Christ-Light® 

Curriculum. It’s more about finding as many ways as possible to bring children and adults into 
contact with God’s Word in their homes. 
 

 Gerald Kastens is a 1970 graduate of DMLC. He has also furthered his education 
through the graduate program at Winona State University, Winona, MN, and the 
supervision of instruction program at DMLC. He is currently enrolled in the graduate 
program at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary in Mequon, WI. His ministry experience 
includes teaching, administration, minister of Christian education, administrator for the Commission on 
Youth Discipleship, and project director for the Christ-Light® curriculum. At this time he is serving as 
minister of discipleship at Trinity in Watertown, WI. 

  
11. Brain Research 

Presented:  Thursday A11 and B11 
What is brain research? How do early interactions affect the wiring of the 
brain? How do early experiences contribute to the brain’s structure and 
capabilities? What are the relevant findings and implications of this 

neuroscience research for young children’s learning and environments? 
 
  Professor Beverlee Haar has a widely varied background that includes teaching grades K-8 at schools 
in Minnesota, Wisconsin, Colorado, and Nebraska.  She had earned her Bachelor of Science in Education 
from Dr. Martin Luther College and her Master of Science in Education in 1976 from Wayne State College 
in Nebraska.  She has completed her 26th year on the faculty at MLC, currently 
serving as professor of education in early childhood education. 

 
12. Curricula for Preschools 

Presented:  Friday C12 and D12 
The National Research Council states “while no single curriculum or pedagogical 
approach can be identified as best, children who attend well-planned, high quality 
early childhood programs in which curriculum aims are specified and integrated 
across domains tend to learn more and are better prepared to master the 

complex demands of formal schooling.” In this sectional, we will identify principles of learning 
and child development that should be incorporated in an early childhood curriculum. 
 

 Professor Cheryl A. Loomis has taught at a number of WELS schools in Minnesota and Wisconsin.  
She earned her Bachelor of Science in Education from DMLC in 1977. Cheryl is a member of the National 
Association for Educators of Young Children, the Early Childhood Directors Association, and the 
Association for Childhood Education International. Currently she is professor of education and co-
director of the Early Childhood Learning Center at Martin Luther College in New Ulm, MN. 
 

Gr. P-8 
Religion 
Admin. 

Gr. P & K 
Early Child. 
Admin. 

Gr. P-2 
Early Child. 



13. Real Music for the Preschool Level 
Presented:  Thursday A13 and B13 

Music and movement have definite benefits for the young child. Find out what 
the research says and collect some tried and true activities that allow you to 
make real music with your students. Come ready to get involved—and have fun! 
 

 Judy Panning graduated from Dr. Martin Luther College with a BS in Elementary 
Education and later earned a Master of Music in Choral Music Education at Northern Arizona University 
in Flagstaff. After 10 years of teaching music in schools, she opened Young Musicians Workshop, a private 
studio specializing in developmentally appropriate music education for children age 2 through grade 8. She 
is certified by the State of Iowa, the American Orff-Schulwerk Association, and Early Childhood Music 
and Movement Association. 

 
14. Parent-Teacher Conferences 

Presented:  Friday C14 and D14 
Conferences are our link to effective parent-teacher cooperation. We will review 
basic principles and explore new ideas to improve conferences. Participants will 
have an opportunity to share ideas that work for them. 

 
 Nancy Schmoller has been a kindergarten teacher for the past 12 years at 

Trinity-St. Luke in Watertown, WI. She is a graduate of MLC and has her state 
licensure through Wisconsin Lutheran College. 

.   
15. Desktop Investigations for Upper Grade Science  

Presented:  Thursday A15 and B15 
Most WELS teachers recognize the importance of hang-on activities in teaching 
science, but feel limited by the absence of traditional laboratory equipment and 
facilities. This hands-on workshop provides an alternative – desktop 
investigations. These activities are designed according to the following 

characteristics:  performed at the student’s desk, simple supplies and equipment, brief (10-15 
min), emphasis on scientific inquiry, minimal teacher prep, standards-based, and SAFE!  Detailed 
handouts describing all activities will be provided. Resources and ideas for developing additional 
hands-on activities will be identified. 

 
 Professor Steven Thiesfeldt teaches chemistry and science instructional 

methods at Martin Luther College. His previous experience includes teaching 
science at both the elementary and secondary levels. He has offered numerous 
workshops featuring hands-on science in the past. 
 

Gr. 5-8 
Science 

Gr. P-2 
Early Child. 

Gr. P & K 
Early Child. 
Music 



16. Teaching Art with Science 
Presented: Friday C16 and D16 

This sectional will enable you to see how easily art can be incorporated into 
science units. A small portion of this presentation will be make it and take it. 
 

 Jill McGovern is a 1995 graduate of DMLC. As a 7th year teacher, she is currently 
teaching 3rd grade at Trinity in Neenah, WI. Having taken classes on developing thematic 

units at WLC, she enjoys teaching thematic units in her classroom. 
 
17. Weather Education for Teachers and Students 

Presented: Thursday A17 and B17 
This section will be informational in nature, identifying useful resources for 
teachers. It will include some background information on the National Weather 
Service, its meteorological information sources, significant school weather 

safety issues, and a review of the meteorological educational resources available to teachers 
(and students) via the Internet. Possible demonstration project: a home-built tornado chamber. 
 

 Glenn Lussky, a member of St. Paul's in Onalaska, received both his Bachelor of 
Science and Master of Science degrees in the Atmospheric Sciences from the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison in the early 1980s.  He has been with the National Weather 
Service since 1984, serving in Salt Lake City, UT, Norman, OK, and Minneapolis, MN prior 
to moving to the La Crosse area in 1994.  He has been the Meteorologist-in-Charge at the National 
Weather Service Office in La Crosse for the past 7 years.  He and his wife Rebecca, who teaches Spanish 
at Onalaska Luther High School, have 3 children: Kristin, Karyn, and Ryan.  They reside in La Crescent, 
MN. 

 
18. Gifts:  What Does My Faith Have to Do With Them? 

Presented:  Friday C18 and D18 
God chose a unique set of gifts for each of us.  By humbly and faithfully using 
those gifts, and encouraging our children to use their gifts, we can serve Him 
and others better. 

 
 Roosevelt Smith, Jr., has worked as a physician assistant for 20 years and athletic trainer for 10 

years.  He earned his bachelor of science in biology from Georgia Southern College, and then enrolled at 
the University of Wisconsin-Madison, graduating in 1981 with a bachelor’s degree as a physician assistant.  
In 1991, he graduated from the University of Wisconsin-La Crosse, having earned a degree in physical 
education with athletic training emphasis, and a minor in coaching and competitive athletics.  He has 10 
years experience as assistant girls’ basketball coach and 4 years as assistant varsity girls’ tennis coach.  
He, his wife, Lori, and their 3 daughters, Naomi, Rebecca, and Jessika, are members of St. Paul’s, 
Onalaska, WI. 

 

Gr. 3-8 
Science 

Gr. 3-8 
General 

Gr. 2-5 
Art 
Science 



19. M4= Making Mathematics Meaningful thru Manipulatives 
Presented: Thursday A19 and B19 

This sectional will give hands-on opportunities to experience some of the newer 
manipulatives that can be used to make mathematics meaningful. Manipulatives 
will include Digi-blocks, Hands-on-Equations, double-sided chips, calculators, 

and others that will be used with topics such as patterns, base-ten mathematics, probability, ± 
integers, solving equations, problem solving, and others. 
 

 Professor David Pelzl has taught grades 3-8 mathematics and high school 
mathematics, and, for the past 17 years, has been a professor of mathematics at 
Martin Luther College (and DMLC). At the college level, he has taught both content 
courses and elementary and secondary methods, both pre and post professional. He has 
presented numerous workshops emphasizing calculators, problem solving, and using manipulatives. He is a 
graduate of DMLC and the University of Oregon and has taken numerous courses related to teaching 
mathematics. This past summer he took a workshop on cryptology and mathematics. He is presently 
teaching Contemporary Mathematics, Calculus, Linear Algebra, and History of Mathematics. 

 
20. Computer Drills 

Presented:  Friday C20 and D20  
In this sectional, we will review some of the different math software programs 
available for elementary school. Software will be available to try as well as 
some comparisons for third party software vs. software provided with the 
textbooks. 

 
  Eric Paulsen, a graduate of DMLC in 1989, was called to St. Matthew's Lutheran School in 

Oconomowoc as middle grades teacher and technology director. Here he planned, implemented, and 
managed the church and school network. Besides the network administration, he is 
also involved in web production and curriculum development. He has also created a 
variety of templates for use in the classroom, especially some grade book templates 
for use with AppleWorks. He served on the WELSnet Board of Directors for several 
years until WELSnet converted to web-based delivery. He served as one of the 
synod's technology consultants under a pilot program led by LeDell Plath, and he is 

currently serving on our synod's new Tel/Tech Infrastructure committee. He has been presenting 
workshops, sectionals, and in-service sessions several times a year for the last 10 years and has assured 
me that he is looking forward to the sectionals at this conference. 

 
21. Improving the Teaching of and the Love of Learning Math in the Primary Grades 

Presented:  Thursday A21 and B21 
Love of teaching math + love of learning math in the primary grades + a sense of 
humor = success in math. Come and find out more!  
 

 Nancy Ollendorf has taught primary/multiple grades for the majority of her 23 years of teaching. She 
focuses on incorporating the modes of learning as well as multiple learning techniques in her lessons. She 
has taken numerous classes in these areas. 

Gr. Pre-4 
Math 

Gr. K-8 
Math 
Technology 
Spec. Edu. 

Gr. 3-8 
Math 



22. Ways to Move:  PE and Special PE for the Elementary Level 
Presented:  Thursday A22 and B22 

This hands-on sectional will give participants new ideas for activities in PE that 
can involve all students, regardless of ability. Participants will have an 
opportunity to see and use some adaptive PE equipment and receive a handout 

with some of the games and activities that will be used. You will also get an idea of how an 
adaptive PE class works. Reference materials will also be on display. 
 

 Mary Lynn Geelan, a Wisconsin native, holds a master’s degree in physical education from the 
University of Northern Colorado in Greeley, a bachelor’s degree in physical education/physical education 
for the handicapped, and a minor degree in health from the University of Wisconsin at Oshkosh. 
Beginning with an internship in St. Paul, MN in 1974, Lynn has experience teaching grades K – 12 in public 
and private schools since that time, including 3 years at WLHS. She currently lives in Fond du Lac, WI.  
 

23. Intramural Programs That Work 
Presented:  Thursday A23 and B23  

This sectional will cover the importance of intramurals and ways to create a 
program that meets your school’s needs.  Do you already have an intramural 
program?  This presentation will also include what other schools are doing to 

maintain an effective program. 
 

  Matthew Pearson is a graduate of MLC’s STEP program with a major in physical education. He has 
served as elementary basketball coach and intramural coordinator for the past four years. 
 

24. Kindergarten Phy Ed 
Presented:  Friday C24 and D24 

In this sectional, a collection of lesson plans focusing on 
progressive skills development will be shared. Fitness activities 
along with specific units of instruction in games, parachute, 

kickball, tumbling, gymnastics, soccer, “track,” and basic movement will be 
presented. Class participants are asked to bring $3 per person to the class 
to cover these additional materials. 
 

 Tracey Inniger has taught grades 1 & 2 in Caledonia, MN, and St. James, MN. She is currently 
teaching kindergarten in Appleton, WI. 
 

25. The Role of the Athletic Director 
Presented:  Friday C25 and D25 

This sectional will use a round table discussion format to look at the various 
facets of the role of the athletic director. What do athletic directors need to 
be doing? How can we as athletic directors make more time 
for ourselves? 

 
 James Brohn, a DMLC graduate, has been an athletic director for 8 years. He 

currently serves St. John in Newburg as teacher, principal, and athletic director. 

Pre & K 
Phy Ed 

Gr. 5-8 
Phy Ed 

Gr. P-4 
Phy Ed 

Ath. Dir. 
Sports 



26. Developing Safe and Effective Grade School Cheerleading Programs: 
Coaching tips for grade school cheerleading coaches 
Presented:  Friday C26 and D26 

If you are looking for ideas on how to set up and develop a safe and effective 
cheerleading program, then this sectional is for you. We will also look at working 
with parents and your school athletic director effectively and goal setting for 
your team. Cheerleading safety and appropriate skill progression, incorporating 

stunts, signs, banners, etc. in cheers, and planning and managing effective practices will be 
discussed.  
 

  Linda Faris coached 5-6 and 7-8 grade cheerleading for 12 years at St. Peter, Fond du Lac. 7-8 grade 
cheerleaders qualified and performed for 3 consecutive years at the Citrus Bowl New Year's game in 
Orlando, Florida. Under Linda’s instruction, the cheerleaders received 1st place at East Central Basketball 
Tournaments for 10 consecutive years. She has coached cheerleading and dance 2 years at UW-FDL and 
was cheerleading coach one year at Oakfield High School. Most recently Linda was varsity cheerleading 
coach at Lomira High School. She has also coached the Viking Spirit Dance Team from 1996 to present. 
She is a member of Wisconsin Association of Cheer and Pom Coaches (WACPC), American Dance and Drill 
Teams, and safety certified though WACPC and Universal Cheerleading Association. In addition to her 15 
years experience judging grade school and high school cheerleading and dance tryouts, Linda will be 
WACPC certified as a judge for state dance competitions by October, 2001.  

 
27. Lead–up Skills for Volleyball 

Presented:  Friday C27 and D27 
Elements that are necessary for a successful elementary school volleyball 
program will be discussed. This includes aspects that are spiritual as well as 
educational for building a program with a positive impact. 
Philosophy for coaching this age group will be presented, along 

with drills and lead-up skills. 
 

 Mark Steiner has earned two bachelor’s degrees, one from Utah State University in 
1978 and another from the University of Oregon in 1982, where he also earned his 
master’s degree in 1985. In his 3rd season as head girls’ volleyball at Wisconsin Lutheran High School, Mr. 
Steiner brings 20 years of experience, including 334 career wins with one state championship and two 
state runners-up titles. 

. 
28. Low Organized Games 

Presented:  Thursday A28 and B28 
Looking for lots of ideas and activities for a P. E. curriculum?  Low Organized 
Games will include some hands-on activities. Simple games and skills will be 
provided for introductory activities or closing activities for your P. E. class. It 

will include new sports suggestions for alternative themes in your classrooms. 
 

 Kip Wilson is a 1997 graduate of MLC. He began his teaching career in grades 3-5, while later becoming 
principal and teaching P.E. for grades 3-8 in a departmentalized situation. During that time he developed 
his own P.E. curriculum. His interest in physical skills and movement for children may lead to study in a 
master’s degree program in the future. 

Gr. 3-8 
Phy Ed 

Gr. 5-8 
Phy Ed 

Gr. 5-8 
Cheerleading 



Gr. P-8 
Lang. Arts 
General 

 
29. Literature-based Phonics & Spelling 

Presented: Thursday A29 (grades P-1) and B29 (grades 1-3)  
This is a two-part sectional on phonics and spelling in a literature-based 
classroom. Participants wishing to attend only one section will note that teachers 
of prekindergarten through grade 1 should attend the first section, and teachers 

of grades 1 through 3 should come to the second.  
 

 Karen Manthe is a graduate of DMLC who has also taken other coursework at 
other institutions. In her 39 years of teaching in WELS schools, most of her time 
has been in grades 1 & 2. She is a member of WSRA and the Shoreland Area 
Curriculum Study Committee on Language Arts. She has been a presenter at a 
variety of conferences. 

  
30. Foreign Languages: The Earlier, the Better! 

Incorporate foreign languages into your classroom - even if you don’t speak another language. 
Presented:  Friday C30 and D30 

Why should we open the doors to any and all foreign language learning from the 
day our students enter our doors, and how does it benefit all students? How can 
I, a person who struggled through Latin (let alone German), possibly share 
another language with my students?  I don’t have enough time for my regular 

subjects and you expect me to fit in a foreign language? Ya, right! Sound familiar? Don’t worry; 
it is possible and very necessary for us to teach foreign languages to our students – even if we 
aren’t “fluent” in that language, or any second language for that matter. Come find out why and 
how to implement foreign languages into your pre-K through 8th grade classrooms. First, we will 

discuss the why and then I will give you suggestions and examples of how. 
Finally, you will leave the sectional with a little foreign language lesson of 
your own to take with you, to possibly implement in the future.  
 
  At age 10 when all Professor Catharine S. Tonnacliff could say was sí and 
no, she experienced emersion by being left at a Spanish speaking school in Spain 
for fourth grade. She spent the next 15 years studying Spanish at various 

schools and colleges. She has a Bachelor’s Degree in Spanish and Theatre and a Master’s Degree in 
Foreign Language Education. She is also ABD in Spanish Literature. Eight years ago she joined the faculty 
at Wisconsin Lutheran College, where she has been teaching Spanish ever since. For the last five years 
she has taught the 7th and 8th grades Spanish at Good Shepherd in West Allis and for the last two years 
She has taught 6th, 7th and 8th grade Spanish at Calvary in Thiensville and has also supervised exploratory 
Spanish programs and other teachers for the 1st through 6th grades at Good Shepherd. 

 

Gr. Pre-3 
Lang. Arts 



Gr. P-8 
Early Child. 
All subjects 

31. Storytelling in the Classroom 
Presented:  Thursday A31 and B31 

Storytelling is an art form that has a valid place in the classroom. It is an 
educational tool that can enhance all subjects. The sound and feel of a story may 
last for a lifetime! This sectional will present basic concepts of storytelling, 
demonstrate storytelling, and include small group practice. 

 
 Susan Siegler is a graduate of DMLC with 20 years of teaching experience. After taking time to raise 

her family, she earned her master of education, professional development degree (and subsequently her 
state teaching license) from the University of Wisconsin, La Crosse, in 1992. Susan is presently teaching 
grades 1-2 at Mt. Calvary-Grace, La Crosse, WI. 

 
32. “Why Didn’t My Son Get an A?”  

Presented:  Friday C32 and D32 
This workshop will take an interactive look at the theory and 
implementation of using rubrics to assess more effectively 
student’s work in Language Arts. In addition, you will learn how 
rubrics make language Arts more concrete for students, more 
focused for teachers, and more understandable for parents. 

 
 Steve Gerner is principal at Siloah Lutheran in Milwaukee. He has his master’s degree from Concordia 

and has taught grades 1-8 throughout his ministry. 
 

 Jason Schultz teaches English for grades 7-8 at Friedens Lutheran in Kenosha. He currently chairs 
Shoreland’s federation K-12 curriculum study for Language Arts. 
 

33. Strategies for Organizing 
Presented:  Thursday A33 and B33 

This sectional will allow you to “test drive” five of our favorite 
strategies to help students organize, retain, and evaluate 
information in any class that uses the written word (Bible history, 
science, social studies, English, literature, music, even reading!). 
Be prepared to participate (It won’t hurt – honest!) and then use 
your favorite in class next week! While geared for grade 5 and up, most 
strategies can be adapted to any age level. 
 

  Scott Jungen in a 1980 DMLC graduate who attained his Wisconsin licensure in 2000. With 17 years 
in the teaching ministry, he is in his 10th year of teaching 5th grade at Bethany in Manitowoc, WI. 
 

  Lynn Jungen is also a 1980 DMLC graduate who attained her Wisconsin licensure in 2001. She has 9 
years completed in her teaching ministry, and is in her 7th year teaching grades K-2 and music 1-8 at 
Trinity in Manitowoc, WI. 

 

Gr. P-8 
Lang. Arts 
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Spec. Ed. 

Gr. 5-8 
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Math 
Soc. St. 
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34. Make it and Take it:  Stamping in the Classroom  
Presented:  Friday C34 and D34 

Sectional participants will be able to complete and take with 
several projects geared toward Christian education. The 
presenter will provide all materials, supplies, and instructions. 

Class participants are asked to bring $5 per person to the class to cover 
these additional materials. 

 
 Jeanine Shepherd has been a stamp instructor for 3 years and enjoys teaching the art of rubber-

stamping to a wide variety of age groups. Her district level workshop was well received. 
 

35. Watercolor for Beginning Artists       **Be sure to sign up for both on this double sectional!** 
*Presented:  Thursday A35 & B35  

This double sectional will explore some different approaches to watercolors for 
all ages.  This is aimed at creatively teaching watercolor, as opposed  to teaching 
an artist to do watercolors.  This is a hands-on workshop where everybody leaves 

with something. Class participants are asked to bring $4 per person to the class to cover 
these additional materials. 

 
 Karl Yvislaker, a Wisconsin artist returning for his second year, works in oils, 

acrylics, pastels, and watercolors. He works with multiple methods and styles, 
which give a unique perspective and approach to the teaching of art. 

 
36. State and Federal Laws Affecting Religious and Independent Schools 

Presented:  Friday C36 and D36 
This sectional will provide an overview of select state and federal laws that 
impact the operation of religious schools in Wisconsin. Specific areas addressed 
include state law regarding the transportation of students attending a religious 

school, the state’s obligation to provide services to students in religious schools under the 
federal Individual with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), and more. The sectional will also 
provide an overview of current legislative issues and trends applicable to Wisconsin’s religious 
schools, with an overview of the most recent state budget. 
 
  Judd Schemmel is the first executive director serving the Wisconsin Council of Religious and 
Independent Schools (WCRIS). Mr. Schemmel joined WCRIS in September 2000. Prior to joining WCRIS, 
Mr. Schemmel worked in the front office of the Milwaukee Brewers Baseball Club, and spent ten years in 
the Office of General Counsel/Government Affairs with the CUNA Mutual Group in Madison, Wisconsin. 
While at CUNA Mutual, Judd served as the President of the Wisconsin Association of Life and Health 
Insurers from 1998-2000. Mr. Schemmel received his undergraduate degree in philosophy and theology 
from Marquette University in 1985. He received his law degree from Marquette University in 1988. Mr. 
Schemmel resides in Madison, WI with his wife, Lisa and son, Sam. The Schemmels are members of Our 
Lady Queen of Peace Parish, where Judd serves on the school’s education commission. 

 

Gr. P-8 
Art 

Admin. 
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Gr. P-8 
Art 



37. Art Curriculum:  Scope and Sequence 
Presented:  Thursday A37 and B37 

This sectional will offer guidance toward a K-8 art scope & sequence. Although 
weekly lesson plans are not a part of this sectional, a few examples will be 
suggested. Printed materials will include K-8 basic art understandings, 

proficiency goals for specific grade levels, listing of major styles in Western art, major art 
masters, elements and principles of design, an art dictionary, a short list of some art resources, 
and visual examples of a variety of skills and techniques. Class participants are asked to bring 
$5 per person to the class to cover these additional materials. 
 

 Susan Stahl has taught 7th & 8th grade art classes at several Appleton area schools for six 
years. Presently she serves at Riverview and St. Paul Lutheran, both in Appleton. She was a 
member of the 2001 Fox Valley Federation Art Curriculum Study. She also attended the 
June Art Institute at the Milwaukee Art Museum. 

  
38. Papier-Mâché Projects – Messy, but Magnificent! 

Presented:  Friday C38 and D38 
This workshop will show that papier-mâché is a wonderful and fun medium with 
which to work. Each participant will receive a booklet of advice and projects. A 
“take home” project will be done. This sectional is limited to the first 25 

participants. Class participants are asked to bring $1 per person to the class to cover 
these additional materials and supplies. 
 

 Mary Deglow brings 40 years of experience in the elementary classroom in grades K-8. She presently 
teaches grade 4 at St. Paul, Muskego, WI, where she is in charge of the art curriculum. Mary has given 
art workshops at the state, METRO, and Sunday school teachers’ conferences. She has also taken art 
classes through the Art Museum in Milwaukee. 
 

39. Keeping Your Curriculum Christ-centered in Times of Change 
Presented:  Friday C39 and D39 

This workshop will afford participants an opportunity to review a working 
definition a “Christ-centered” curriculum. Then we will 
explore balancing a Christ-centered curriculum in today’s 
postmodern society. 

 
  Randy Westphal brings a plethora of experience to our conference. He 

earned his bachelor of science in education from DMLC and his master of science 
in teaching from the University of Wisconsin at Oshkosh. His work in the ministry has included, in his 
words, being the music man at Grace, Oshkosh, WI, the sports person at St. Paul, Onalaska, WI, and the 
principal at St. Paul, Algoma, WI. Presently he serves as principal of Winnebago Lutheran Academy, Fond 
du Lac, WI.  

 

Gr. Pre-8 
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40. Updated Team Ministry Forms 
Presented:  Thursday A40 and B40 

In this sectional we will focus on reviewing the new forms used for teacher and 
principal assessments. 
 

 Jim Sievert has served in our WELS schools as principal and teacher for 27 years. He is currently 
Parish Schools Coordinator for the SEW district as well as TMP counselor (the former school visitor 
program). Jim also serves as the treasurer for our state teachers’ conference.  
 

41. Administration of Science/Fine Arts Fair 
Presented:  Thursday A41 and B41 

This presentation will focus on the following aspects of hosting a fine arts fair:  
purpose and benefits of the fair; structure of the fair; planning/organizing for 
the fair; building preparation for the fair; having a successful fair weekend 
experience. A Fine Arts Fair Handbook and a computer disk with forms will be 
given to participants. 

 
 Jim Buege has ten years experience as a junior choir director and participant in 

Lakeside’s Fine Arts Fair, and four years as Lakeside’s choir director, assisting in the 
fair organization.  
 

 Ruth Fenske brings 22 years of experience organizing Lakeside’s Fine Arts Fair, 
especially the computer organizational component. 

 
42. Developing and Implementing a Whole School Approach to School Discipline  

Presented:  Friday C42 &D42     ***This is a double sectional – you must sign up for both times!*** 
Those attending this double sectional will participate in the process of 
developing a potentially effective whole school discipline program. Participants 
will learn how to identify and involve the various stakeholders; how to select the 
target behaviors; how to develop support and cooperation for making the plan 

work; and how to monitor the functioning of the plan and make necessary adjustments. Sectional 
participants should be prepared to return home and utilize the process for developing and 
implementing their own whole school discipline plan. Participants should bring two copies of 
their schools' handbooks that are given to parents and students.  
 

 Don Frisque, MSW, CISW, has been a social worker for 30 years--two with 
Wisconsin Lutheran Child and Family Service and 28 as a school social worker in the 
Shawano-Gresham School District. Before earning his masters degree in social work, he 
taught in WELS schools for six years (grades 3 and 4 at Jerusalem Lutheran School in 
Milwaukee and English at Lakeside Lutheran High School). In the public sector he has 
experience as a school social worker at all grade levels, as an assistant elementary 

principal, a substance abuse program facilitator, and a parent trainer. Currently, he is an elementary Pupil 
Services/Special Education services facilitator/coordinator. He obtained both his bachelor of arts 
(English) and master of science (social work) degrees from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. He 
graduated from Northwestern Prep and attended Northwestern College through his junior year. 

Gr. 5-8 
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43. Building a School Reference Library with Title VI Funds  
Presented:  Thursday A43 and B43 

How old are your encyclopedias?  Do you have a classroom set of dictionaries?  
Can Title VI funding build up your reference materials library as it has ours?  We 
will be reviewing what Title VI funding has done to move our school out of the 
‘60’s and into the 21st century. 
 

 Max Schram has been teaching for over 25 years, both in WELS and in public schools, including 
schools in Michigan, Florida, and Wisconsin. He obtained his bachelor of science in 
education from DMLC and his Master of Arts degree from Michigan State University. 
He completed coursework for certification in gifted education at the University of 
South Florida at Tampa. Working with those students intensified his belief that up-to-
date reference materials need to be available for student use. 
 

44. Did Anyone Say, “School Lunch Program?”  
Presented:  Friday C44 and D44 

If your school has not considered offering a school lunch program for one or 
more reasons, join us for some ‘food for thought.’   Perhaps we can change your 
menu. If you already have a lunch program and have questions or concerns, we 

welcome your input. 
 

 Lee Robbert, a 1963 graduate of DMLC, has taught 38 years in WELS schools in 
Fond du Lac, Menomonie, La Crosse, and Beaver Dam. He has done graduate work in 
the field of guidance and counseling at UW-Oshkosh, UW-Stout, and UW-La Crosse. 
Effective this past summer, Lee has decided to leave the duties of principal to Mr. 
Fenner, while he continues to teach grades 5-6.    
 

 Roger Fenner is a 1973 graduate of DMLC. He taught at Trinity Lutheran School in Hoskins, Nebraska 
for 2 years before accepting the Call to St. Stephen's Lutheran in Beaver Dam. He has served St. 
Stephen's as youth leader, Sunday School superintendent, Vacation Bible School coordinator and vice - 
principal.  In July of 2001, he became principal of St. Stephen's. Mr. Fenner has had an active role in the 
hot lunch program at St. Stephen's since 1975. 

  
45. Promoting Your School:  Bearing Witness for Christ 

Presented:  Thursday A45 and B45 
What kind of an image does your school portray?  What is the first thing people 
think of when they hear the name of your school?  How do you promote your 
school?  We sill discuss important factors in school promotion. Bring to the 

sectional ways you promote your school. If you have developed a promotion program, bring it and 
share it. We will create a public relations action plan that you can use to help your school 
develop an image that glorifies Christ. 
 

 John Meyer received his bachelor of science in elementary education from DMLC in 1987. 
He earned school administration and supervision certification from DMLC in 1994. He has 
served as principal of St. John in Wood Lake, MN, and presently serves as principal of Zion, 
Hartland, WI. He and his wife, Heidi, have 4 children. 

Gr. P-8 
Admin. 
Lang. Arts 
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Admin. 
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Admin. 
General 



 
46. History is Really HIS Story 

Presented:  Thursday A46 and B46 
Join us to examine the relationship between the human and the 
divine in the unfolding of history as HIS story. 
 

 Professor Theodore J. Hartwig served 8 years in the parish ministry before his 46-
year tenure at Dr. Martin Luther College in New Ulm. He has done work on the graduate 

level at the University of Wisconsin, Madison, WI, and at Oxford University in England. 
 
47. An Interdisciplinary Approach to Ancient History 

Presented:  Friday C47 and D47 
In this sectional Professor Wittmershaus will present ways to enrich the 
classroom through the study of ancient history (primarily Egyptian, Greek and 
Roman), using the arts and a variety of literature types to make this era come to 
life for students in the middle and upper grades.  
       

 Professor Kurt Wittmershaus currently teaches in the history division of Martin 
Luther College in New Ulm. His graduate work is concentrated in the area of modern 
European history; however, he teaches both modern European and American history 
at the college. Prior to joining the faculty at MLC, Kurt taught sixth grade at St. Paul 
in Saginaw, Michigan, and served on the faculty of Luther High School, Onalaska, 
Wisconsin, in the areas of music, English and German. 

 
48. “A Splendid Little War”:  The Spanish/American War in U. S. History 

Presented:  Thursday A48 and B48 
Come and explore this "splendid little war" - one of the shortest declared wars in 
US history. Even though this war lasted but a little while, it is far more complex 
than you think. What significance might these have had in the Spanish-American 
War: "Yellow Jack,” de Lome letter, USS Maine/Oregon/Olympia, and yellow 

journalism -just to name a few. A must for those who teach upper grade US history! 
 

 Presently serving at St. John's, Lomira, WI.,  William J. Vilski teaches grades 6-8 and 
serves as principal. He has a bachelor of science in education from Dr. Martin Luther 
College and did graduate work in American history at the University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee from 1976-1980. This is Bill’s 5th time as presenter in the social studies/history 
area at this conference. 
 

Gr. 5-8 
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49. Classroom Modifications for Early Childhood Students at Risk (CESE Sectional) 
Presented:  Friday C49 and D49 

Participants will be informed regarding the eleven areas of disabilities as 
identified by the Department of Public Instruction and will learn more about the 
criteria used to determine whether a disability exists in order for a child to 
receive special education services.  Modifications teachers can try in the 

classroom in order to facilitate learning for children with identified and 
unidentified special needs will also be suggested. Handouts will be provided to 
participants regarding ADHD, the eleven areas of disabilities, and 
modifications for the classroom. 

 
 Chris Midthun has an early childhood: special educational needs degree and has 

taught 3 and 4 year old special needs children in an inclusive settings with a regular 
kindergarten teacher in the Milwaukee Public Schools for 10 years. Before that, she 
taught for 2 years in a birth to 3 program for kids with special needs at the Coulee Region Infant 
Developmental Center in La Crosse. She is certified in Early Childhood: Special Education Needs and 
teaches in Milwaukee Public Schools. 
 

50. Teaching Social Skills for Children:  Grades 1-4 
Presented:  Thursday A50 and Friday C50 

 
51. Teaching Social Skills for Children:  Grades 5-8 

Presented:  Thursday B51 and Friday D51 
Student behavior among their peers often falls well below our expectations. 
Direct instruction of social skills can be an effective instrument in bringing about 
change. Each sectional will include assessing the need for and establishing a 
Scripture-based social skill instructional program. Be sure to sign up for the 

time slot(s) appropriate to the ages you are most interested in. 
 

  Kimberly Warning currently serves as the director of Jesus 
Cares Inclusion program. She has 5 years teaching experience, 
with a bachelor’s degree in elementary education, special 
education certification, and certification in emotional 
impairment from Central Michigan University. She has been a 
special education teacher in Milwaukee Public Schools at the 
middle school level.  

 

Religion 
Soc. St. 
Spec. Ed. 

Early Child. 
Gr. P-K 
Spec. Ed. 



52. ”Hands On” Geography 
Presented:  Thursday A52 and B52 

What? No time to teach geography? Here is where you will find ideas for 
infusing geography into your daily lessons, not add a new and separate geography 
course. Learn how to define, ask questions, and observe using OSAE. Explore the 

5 themes of geography with Mr. Help. There will be ideas for procedural things, hand outs, and 
maybe even door prizes as well.   
 

 Paul Schoenike is adjunct professor for social studies methods at Wisconsin 
Lutheran College. Retired after 37 year teaching 7th & 8th grade social studies in the 
public school, Paul is a life long WELS member and a 1957 WLHS graduate. His bachelor 
of science was earned at the University of Wisconsin – Oshkosh, his master’s degree is 
from UW – Platteville, and he’s earned an additional 36 credits from ”all over creation.”  Recently he 
participated in a geography field trip through Virginia Tech that led him all over the United States and 
Canada as a scout. He is also a teacher consultant for Wisconsin Geographic Alliance. He would be glad to 
share with you brochures & information about the June 2002 Summer Institute held in Eau Claire, WI, 
where you can have an opportunity to see the world through different eyes. Paul and his wife live in 
Monroe, WI. 
 

53. Choral Favorites for Children’s Choirs 
Presented:  Friday C53 & D53    ***This is a double sectional – you must sign up for both times!*** 

This double sectional is a choral reading session featuring music proven to be a 
“hit” with children in grades 3 – 8. Session 1 features sacred music and session 2 
features secular music from art music, folk, jazz, and novelty traditions. Sample 

copies of music will be available to each participant. Bring your voices and be ready to perform 
some “winners!” 
 

 Marjorie Flanagan is part of the music faculty at Wisconsin Lutheran High 
School where she teaches freshman choir, church music, Jubilation (handbell choir) 
and directs the musical. She also serves as choral liaison between WLHS and its 
conference elementary schools. Mrs. Flanagan received her bachelor of music 
degree and Kodaly certificate from Alverno College, Milwaukee. She is currently 
completing a master of church music at Concordia University, Mequon, WI. She is a 
member of St. James in Milwaukee where she directs the junior and senior choirs. 

 

54. Music Resources for Non-musicians  
Presented:  Thursday A54 and B54 

Music instruction is an important part of the curriculum for each classroom. In 
this sectional you will receive Scriptural encouragement to make music a regular 
part of your classroom instruction. Demonstration of practical techniques and 

user-friendly materials will make up the majority of the sectional time. 
 

 Professor David Bauer has a bachelor’s degree in elementary education (music concentration) from 
DMLC and a master’s degree in church music from Concordia, River Forest, IL. During his almost 25 years 
of ministry he has taught classroom music from grades 2-8, directed volunteer and required junior choirs, 
adult choirs, given private instrumental lessons, and directed elementary and high school bands. He has 
prepared numerous vocalists, instrumentalists, and elementary choirs and bands for music contests, most 
often receiving the highest rating. He is currently serving as professor of music at Martin Luther College. 

Gr. 3-8 
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55. Senior Choir:  Building Enthusiasm for Service 
Presented: Thursday A55 & B55    **This is a double sectional – you must sign up for both times!** 

This workshop will include a reading session of new and interesting choir music 
from a host of publishers. Various directing techniques will be demonstrated and 
discussed in this clinic. Some of the octavos will receive special 
attention:  harmony, breath control, blend, tonal memory, rhythm, 
pitch, tempo, dynamics, and musicality. Practical tips for building 
enthusiasm for God’s Word in song will be interspersed throughout 
the workshop. A partial list of topics follows here:  youth in choir, 
mission of the choir, music selection, rehearsal atmosphere, cooperation with 

leadership in the church, styles of music, singing schedule, the choir’s role in the service, and 
choir size. Workshop participants are asked to bring $2 per person to the class to cover 
these additional materials. 
 

 Marcus Buch, an enthusiast for service for 41 years, has been a teacher/administrator/junior 
choir/senior choir director/organist in a number of WELS churches and schools in Minnesota, Wisconsin, 
Michigan, and Illinois. Mr. Buch is a graduate of DMLC and has a master’s degree in education from the 
University of Wisconsin at La Crosse, WI. He has also studied on the graduate level at the University of 
Minnesota. Through his studies at Michigan State University, he is licensed to teach at the secondary 
level. He currently holds a lifetime teaching license in Wisconsin. His wife, Arlys, will serve as 
accompanist for the workshop. 

 
56. Using Young Instrumentalists in Worship 

Presented:  Friday C56 and D56 
For a child to whom the Lord has given the gift of instrumental 
musical ability, what greater thrill could there be than to use that 
gift to enhance His worship? This presentation will give practical 

guidelines to music educators as to how this can be accomplished, even by 
teachers who want to use instrumentalists in worship but have no previous 
experience with them. Ideas will be given for all band and orchestral 
instruments, as well as recorders, rhythm band, and guitar ensemble. 
 

  Linda Moeller first became interested in instrumental music after hearing a 
flute play “Silent Night” in church when she was in grade school. Now in her 21st year 
of teaching instrumental music at all levels, she remains devoted to the use of 
instruments in worship. She currently teaches piano classes and directs band and 
strings at Luther Preparatory School, and directs the instrumental music program at 
Trinity-St. Luke’s in Watertown, where her husband Jim is principal. The Moellers 
have 5 children who play baritone, tuba, trumpet & drum set, tenor sax, and rhythm 
band! 

 

Gr. 5-8 
Religion 
Lang. Arts 
Math 
Music 
Family Min. 
Jr/Sr Choir 

Gr. 3-8 
Music 



57. Preparing Students for High School 
Presented:  Thursday A57 and B57 

As LES teachers, one way to serve families is by working with them in preparing 
their children for their high school years. In this sectional, principal Paul Hartwig 
will share ideas that teachers can utilize in this preparation. It will include 
spiritual, social, physical, and academic applications. 
 

 Paul Hartwig has served at Fox Valley Lutheran High School for 22 years, first as an English/religion 
instructor, then as assistant principal and principal for the past 10 years. Prior to 
serving at FVL, he served at Immanuel, Greenville, WI, where he was involved in 
starting a LES and serving as its first principal. He is on our synod’s Commission for 
Parish Schools, and serves as an associate consultant for our Forward with Lutheran 
Schools program. His is a past president of the Association of Lutheran Schools. A 
1973 graduate of DMLC, Paul also received his masters in educational administration 
from UW-Madison in 1989. He and his wife Carie, also a teacher, are the parents of four children, all of 
whom attended Fox Valley Lutheran. 

 
58. Classroom Organization and Management in the Primary Grades 

Presented:  Friday C58 and D58 
This sectional will share ideas collected over years of trial and error in multi-
grade classrooms. Communication with parents, organizational skills, teaching 
students to be responsible, and behavior management techniques in the primary 

grade classroom will be addressed. 
 

  After completing her program at DMLC, Joyce Frisque was assigned to St. Philip's 
Lutheran School in Milwaukee, grades 1 and 2. She has also taught at Atonement, 
Milwaukee, grade 3, and St. Paul's, Lake Mills, grades 3 and 4. Presently, she is teaching 
grades 1, 2, and 3 at Divine Savior Lutheran School in Shawano, WI. 
 

59. Essentials of Classroom Management 
Presented:  Thursday A59 and B59 

We will examine essential teacher attitudes needed to manage a classroom. 
Emphasis will be given to maximizing student attention, developing self-control, 
utilizing the three key dimensions of managements, teaching self-discipline, and 

managing surface behaviors. 
 

 Sandra Jones is a graduate of Door-Kewaunee Teachers’ College. She has a bachelor’s degree from 
Silver Lake College; she has also attained Synodical certification. She has taught 5th grade for the past 
15 years, coached 7th & 8th grade athletics at St. John in Two Rivers, and has been a high school referee 
for the past 32 years. 
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60. Parent Education: How it works! Can it work for your congregation? 
Presented:  Thursday A60 and B60 

Babies don’t come home form the hospital with instruction manuals. Christian 
parenting can be difficult in today’s complex world. Parents of today can feel 
isolated form the conventional wisdom of past generations. Come to this sectional 
to hear about the history, goals, structure, and success of the 20-year-old 
popular early Childhood Family Education program of Minnesota. Find out if 
parent education and support has a place in your congregation. 

 
 Sharon H. Kaniess is a graduate of DMLC, and is additionally licensed in pre-kindergarten. She also 

holds a master of arts in education from Concordia University. Her experience includes teaching preschool 
and serving as director for school age childcare. Sharon currently manages Frogtown Family Resource 
Center. She has also done parent education with families from a variety of socio-economic levels as well as 
immigrant groups.  

 
61. Home/School Communication 

Presented:  Friday C61 and D61 
All of us recognize the importance of a cooperative effort between parents and 
the school.  Good communication between the home and the school is a necessary 
part of this cooperative effort.  This sectional will discuss the basic principles of 
home/school communication and encourage a sharing of ideas of 

how teachers and parents can improve communication. 
 

  Professor Mary Heins has a master’s degree (plus an additional 30 credits) in 
communication.  She has taught communication skills in public high schools for 4 years 
and at WLC for 23 years.  Mary presently teaches courses in public speaking, listening, 
public relations, family communication, nonverbal communication, and gender differences in 
communication.  She and her husband Ron have four adult married children. She was elected alderwoman 
to the Wauwatosa Common Council in 1998, and is a member of St. John's, Wauwatosa. 

 
62. Current Challenges & Trends in Education 

Presented:  Thursday A62 and Friday C62 
Teachers in nonpublic schools need to keep an eye on innovations and educational 
trends in the public sector because eventually they will also impact our schools. 
This sectional will examine some current challenges and trends that are more 
global in nature and briefly explore how they might impact our WELS schools.  
 

 Jim Moeller has a number of degrees, including a bachelor of science in education from DMLC in 1976, 
a master of science in education from the University of Houston in Texas in 1981, WI licensure through 
WLC in 1992, a second master’s in education from Concordia, Mequon, WI in 2001, and WI administrative 
licensure from Concordia, Mequon, in 2001. Jim has also served in a wide variety of capacities and grade 
levels at WELS schools in Houston, TX, Chicago, IL, and Watertown, WI, where he currently serves. He is 
also the Parish Schools Coordinator for the WW District. 
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63. Financial Management for Called Workers 
Presented:  Friday C63 and D63 

Teachers often commit so much effort to their ministry that 
they do not have the time to plan for their own financial future. 
This sectional will examine many fundamental topics of personal 
financial planning, including – but certainly not limited to -- 

establishing financial priorities, retirement planning, and choosing the correct 
investments for your needs. 
 

  Former Congressman Mark Neumann and his wife, Sue, have three adult children and live in Nashotah, 
Wisconsin. Before serving in Congress, Mark was a public school math teacher, college math instructor, 
real estate broker, and a homebuilder. While he served in Washington, Mark gained a reputation as an 
expert on planning the federal budget. He now works with families as a registered financial advisor to 
help them plan for their financial future. 

 
64. Teaching English in China 

Presented:  Thursday A64 and B64 
Here is an opportunity for WELS teachers to find out more about reaching out 
to people of another land who have not yet heard the beautiful promises of the 
Gospel. You will discover more about Friends of China, Inc., which was formed in 
order to do mission work in China by sending teachers to teach spoken English in 
Chinese schools. Discover more about what could be the greatest adventure of 

your life. 
 

 Pastor Loren Steele came into the ministry after spending time as an artist in Hawaii and working for 
the U. S. Air Force doing top-secret “things” during the Vietnam War. He became an art teacher, 
teaching students in California at the junior high through junior college level. After his graduation from 
the Seminary, he started a Hmong congregation and did mission work with the Hmong in Thailand. Now he 
is working with an all-Chinese congregation and travels to Mainland China several times a year to do 
mission work.  

 
65. Time Management for Beginning Teachers 

Presented:  Thursday B65 and Friday D65 
Research has indicated that time management is not only a concern of new 
teachers in the public sector, but also in our WELS schools. This sectional will 
look at time management techniques and questions. 2001 graduates of Martin 
Luther College and other first year teachers are especially encouraged to 
attend. 

 
 See the biographical information on Jim Moeller at #62.  
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66. HLEP! I’ve Got a Dyslexic LD Kid in My Room!  
Presented:  Thursday A66 and B66 

HLEP! I’ve got a dyslexic LD kid in my room!  Remediate reading, writing, and 
spelling difficulties for middle and upper grade students in your classroom, or 
better yet, eliminate most of them already in the lower grades (the difficulties, 
not the kids!) .  

 
 Sandra Enter has been a teacher in our WELS schools for more than 25 years. She holds 

a bachelor of science in education from DMLC in 1970. She is a former instructor for the 
Wisconsin Dyslexia Institute, and is currently teaching at Good Shepherd Lutheran School in 
West Bend, WI. 
 
 

67. Alcohol – Still the Drug of Choice 
Presented:  Friday C67 and D67 

Those children living in homes where alcohol is abused face special challenges. 
While not as publicized in today’s world, more children are put at risk physically, 
spiritually, and emotionally by alcohol abuse than all other drugs combined. As 
servants of our Lord, we need to be able to reach out to these children through a 
working knowledge of the problem. 

 
 John Cook is a 1974 graduate of DMLC. He taught for five years. Since 1986, he has been working with 

Wisconsin Lutheran Christian Counseling as an alcohol and other drug counselor. 
 
68. The Kit-N-Kaboodle for Reading and Writing 

Presented:  Thursday A68 and Friday C68 
Do you have students who, for whatever reason, struggle to read and/or to 
write? Are you at a loss as to what else you can provide for them? Do you have 
limited $$$ and limited ? Then this sectional is for you! Come and 
see examples of inexpensive tools that you could provide to 
students to support them in the areas of reading, writing and 

studying. Participants will have an opportunity to see an example of a kit the 
presenter has put together for classroom use. Simple adaptations that can be done in Microsoft 
Word will be demonstrated. Participants will receive instruction sheets on all 
materials/adaptations demonstrated. 
 

 Jill Gierach is a teacher with 18 years of classroom experience working with students with disabilities 
in programs at the preschool, elementary, middle school and high school settings. The Wisconsin Council 
for Exceptional Education has recognized her as a Teacher of the Year. She currently works for the 
Wisconsin Assistive Technology Initiative and for the Cooperative Educational Service Agency #2, as an 
educational consultant in the area of Assistive Technology. She is a state and national speaker on this and 
other educational topics. She holds certification in adaptive education birth to age 21 and is nationally 
certified as an Assistive Technology Practitioner.  
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69. Humor Me! Keeping the Fun Where It Belongs…In the Classroom! 
Presented:  Thursday B69 and Friday D69 

This sectional will briefly address the brain-based research on the effects of 
humor and why we need it to learn and interact with one another. Examples of 
technology and teaching approaches that foster fun will be 
demonstrated. BINGO will be played and prizes awarded; there 
will be popcorn and a movie as well. Test your skill at the humor 

wheel and get a free humor check-up - ”Yahoo!” 
   

  Please see the biography for Jill Gierach at #68 (on the previous page). 
 

70. Great Educational Web Sites 
Presented:  Friday C70 and D70 

There are so many great educational sites on the Internet. But where are they?  
How can I find them?  I have found them and would like to share them with you. 
Sites for teachers, parents, and students will be shown. 
 

 John M. Dorn has been searching the Web for years to find useful 
sites. This is his 10th year at Good Shepherd in West Bend, WI, and he 
is looking forward to showing and sharing some of those sites with you. 

 
71. Creating a Website 

Presented:  Thursday A71 & B71   **This is a double sectional – you must sign up for both times!** 
Learn the basics of everything it takes to get a web page up and running.  This 
hands-on sectional geared toward starting a web site for a school will supply you 
with many examples and resources. Come and get all your questions about web 

pages and the Internet answered. 
 

 Steven Nolte graduated from Manitowoc Lutheran High School in 1999 and is currently studying at 
the Milwaukee School of Engineering to be a computer engineer.  He has been employed for the last 2 
years at the WELS Synod Administration Building where he serves as Assistant Webmaster.  Some of his 
duties include web page design/creation, graphics work, and programming for web pages.  LivingBold.net 
and the new Commission on Worship website are two of his larger projects.  He thoroughly enjoys working 
for the WELS and the Lord as they use the Internet to tell millions of people about Him. 
 

72. A Computer Curriculum – What Can It Do for You? 
Presented:  Thursday A72 and B72 

This sectional will assist you in building a user-friendly computer curriculum 
that fits your educational philosophy regarding the use of technology. 

 
 Gail Potratz graduated from DMLC “eons ago.”  Even with taking 

14 years off to raise a family, she has managed to teach almost every grade K-12. In 
her years at Emanuel in New London, WI, she has spent 6 years an a 6th grade teacher 
and 5 years as a “utility” teacher, including technology coordinator. Her current task is 
7th grade social studies and language arts, where she tells us that she gets to “practice 
what I preach” about technology. 
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73. Incorporating Technology Across the Curriculum 
Presented:  Friday C73 and D73 

Both presenters have used computers across the curriculum – social studies for 
middle school, even slide show book reports for first grade to name a few! 
Participants will see examples of projects students have done, as well as ideas to 
use and web sites to look to for help, guidance, and more ideas! 
 

  Andrew P. Willems, a DMLC graduate, has taught at Trinity-St. Luke, Watertown, 
WI, since 1989. He has taken classes on computer networking, troubleshooting, 
and repair, and will soon be starting his master’s program in educational 
technology. Drew is starting his 3rd year of teaching computers as well as 6-8 
Science. He is in his 5th year as technology director, managing two networks in 
the two campuses of TSL.  Students and teachers are networked and have 
Internet access.  He has done a technology plan, written a technology curriculum, 
and led his faculty in the technology curriculum study.  This is an extension of 
the workshop Drew did at the WELS Technology Conference, held in June in 
Appleton, WI. 
 

  Marvin S. Wittig, also a DMLC graduate, has been teaching 13 years, and he’s been involved with 
school technology for most of that time both at St. John, Caledonia, MN and Mt. Calvary-Grace, La 
Crosse.  The last 5 years Marv has been the technology coordinator at Mt. Calvary-Grace, La Crosse.  In 
that time he’s built a good size lab and gotten the church, school, and offices networked, which is a 
wonderful asset for all students P-8 and for ministry.  Marv has attended and conducted technology 
workshops and has even taken a course online. 

 
74. Computer Record Keeping & Grade Books  

Presented:  Friday C74 and D74 
This sectional will guide you through why you might want to start use a 
computer grade book and what you can do with a computer grade book. You will 
see how the grade book is set up, how it can work for you, and some of the 
advantages you could receive by using a computer style grade book. Mike has 
personally used the Gradequick computer grade book in his own classroom for 

the past seven years.  
     

 Michael R. D. Rohrick has been teaching for 17 years at St. John's Two 
Rivers and has been the school's principal for 6 years. He is St. John’s self-
described computer geek and has been for 16 years. Mike has presented 
sectionals on computers at both the state and district level in the past. He 
has been using the computer to do his own grades for 7 years, and he tells us 
“I think it can save you time and energy, as well as give you a quicker view of a 
students performance.” 
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75. Spreadsheets in the Classroom 
Presented:  Thursday A75 & B75   **This is a double sectional – you must sign up for both times!** 

Spreadsheets can be a powerful teaching tool for math and technology 
teachers. Graphing and formulas are made easy in the middle grades. Counting 
and fractions can be taught and reviewed in the elementary grades. Learn how 
to use templates for your 1st thru 8th grade math and technology classes. This 
double sectional will mostly be a hands-on session working with Microsoft Excel. 

It is easily customized with many other spreadsheet programs. Spreadsheet templates used will 
be made available for download from the Internet. 
 

 Dave Dahlberg has taught 18 years in WELS schools, his first 
five as a one-room school teacher in Tulsa, OK. After five years in 
the Northwoods of Wisconsin in Minocqua, where he developed an 
upper grades computer curriculum for Macintosh computer tools, 
he has spent the last 8 years at St. Lucas Lutheran School in 
Milwaukee. He teaches 8th grade and is presently working on a 
master’s degree in educational computing at Cardinal Stritch 
University in Milwaukee, WI. Dave is a member of MECA (Milwaukee Educational Computing Association), 
ISTE (International Society for Technology in Education), and the Wisconsin Lutheran Technology 
Coordinator’s Conference. 
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